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Current

UMSL’S INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWS

KAT RIDDLER / THE CURRENT

Anheuser-Busch Hall Dedication Opens New
Doors for Business Students

The main entrance to Anheuser-Busch Hall. Construction on the $20 million building began in 2015. The building is the new home of the College of Business Adminstration and the first to be dedicated solely to the College.
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor

heuser-Busch Hall (ABH). On August 17, over two hundred people
gathered in the courtyard facing the
hose returning to the Uni- building for the Grand Opening of
versity of Missouri-St. Louis the $20 million building from 4:30
campus may notice a new building p.m. to 6 p.m.
that is open just past Express Scripts
The College of Business AdminHall (ESH) on North Campus: An- istration Dean Charles Hoffman,

T

UMSL Chancellor Thomas George,
University of Missouri System
President Mun Choi, local elected
officials, and Anheuser-Busch representatives were among the many
at the ribbon cutting and dedication
ceremony before the building was
opened for tours.

Anheuser-Busch Hall is the new
home of the College of Business Administration. The 51,000-squarefoot building is three stories and
houses undergraduate and graduate advising, faculty offices, and six
classrooms. This building is UMSL’s
first dedicated building for just the

business college. Previously, the
college was housed in the Social
Science & Business Building (SSB).
The temperature-controlled walkway from SSB to ESH extends to the
new ABH building and is named the
Porter Walkway in honor of the gift
continued on page 4

Aubrey Byron
News Editor

A

solar eclipse will be visible
from communities across Missouri on Monday, August 21. The
path of total darkness stretches
across the state and covers much of
the southern St. Louis region. Areas
in the path include South St. Louis
city, Kirkwood, Chesterfield, Union,
Cape Girardeau and entire counties
to the south like Ste. Genevieve.
UMSL’s campus will see 99.93%
of the total eclipse. There will be a
campus viewing party which will
take place at 12:30 p.m. on the Millennium Student Center Center Patio. There will also be a Planetarium
show later Monday evening and an
artistic performance at Touhill Performing Arts Center on Sunday
called “Art of the Sun” featuring

visual art, percussion, theater and
a reading by UMSL Poet Laureate
Bridget McDonald. The show begins at 7:30 p.m. August 20.
Special glasses are needed to
view the eclipse safely. Looking at
the total eclipse without protection can result in permanent eye
damage called solar retinopathy.
Eclipse glasses are available for purchase at the Triton Store and will be
available at many of the on campus
events.
The eclipse will be the first total
solar eclipse to be visible in Missouri since 1869, according to Missouri
Department of Natural Resources.
Missouri is expecting a large influx
of tourists in response to the eclipse.
Michael Zeller, author of the website Great American Eclipse, estimates 323,000 and 1,291,00 visitors
to move into the path of totality. The

LUC VIATOUR / HTTPS://LUCNIX.BE

2017 Solar Eclipse Encapsulates Missouri

A photograph of the 1999 total solar eclipse, as seen in France.

range includes Missourians within
the state and tourists from across
the country and abroad. According to Connie Patterson, Director of
Communications for Missouri Department of Natural Resources, the
department is using a doubling of
the local populations as a best guess
for event attendance.
One such community expecting
to double their population for the
event is Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.
Ste. Genevieve, a town an hour south
of St. Louis on I – 55, is in the path of
totality. It has already sold out their
main viewing event. The main viewing area of the town accommodates
4,000 visitors, while there are other
smaller viewings planned across the
county. According to the 2016 census, Ste. Genevieve’s total population is just 4,493.
continued on page 3
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Chris Zuver
A&E Editor
n case you didn’t know, hardcore/
metal supergroup Dead Cross released their self-titled debut album
on August 4th. Much hype had been
generated around the band since
last December, when their former
vocalist was replaced by rock veteran Mike Patton. Now that the album is out, it seems clear that while
much of the hype was justified, the
album doesn’t quite match the degree of excitement that had been
simmering around the community.
The album is a testament to
hardcore, punk, metal, and even
some elements of industrial rock.
Most songs are less than three minutes, following the tradition of hardcore punk.
The quartet consists of members from high-profile music backgrounds. Most notably, Mike Patton,
who has been the front man for various bands such as Faith No More,
Mr. Bungle, and Fantomas. Meanwhile, on drums is Dave Lombardo,
who most notably played for many
years in the thrash metal band Slayer, and also worked with Patton in
Fantomas. On guitar is Michael
Crain, founder of the band who
hails from hardcore group Retox.
Last, but not least, is Justin Pearson
on bass, who has had a history in Retox as well as grindcore/noise rock

COURTESY OF IPECAC RECORDINGS
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Cover art for “Dead Cross.”
band The Locust.
The album starts with “Seizure
and Desist,” which begins with
mixed noises of digital sounds before opening into a barrage of fastpaced blasting drums and heavy
guitars. The vocals switch between
larger-than-life melodic chants and
angry screams and screeches.
One of the repeating themes in

the album is, well, repetition. While
the LP never lets up in its ferocity
and its blatant dark atmosphere, it
often repeats chants and passages
throughout. For instance, in one of
the relatively slower tracks, “Bela
Lugosi’s Dead,” lines like “Bela Lugosi’s Dead” and “Undead, undead,
undead,” make up a good portion
of the lyrics. This does not detract

from the album, but it takes away
from diversity. However, that’s not
what this album is about.
It seems that the aim of Dead
Cross’ debut is aggression, attitude,
and shock value more than anything
else. The bass is driving, the drums
are threating, and the guitar is chaotic, often deviating into unmelodic
territory.
The lyrics, meanwhile, are
vaguely political and crude, often
containing slurs, sexual messages,
and scenes of violence. They remind me exactly of the type of musical content that Tipper Gore and
the PMRC were so upset over in the
80’s. Yet, for fans familiar with vocalist Mike Patton, these crude passages won’t be anything new. The
former vocalist has had a long history as a provocateur both in lyrics
and performance.
Overall, the album works best as
a whole. The tracks can be appreciated separately, yet since they’re
brief, they’re more effective together. Obviously, many people who
check out this album will be fans of
the member’s past work, and they
will not be disappointed. However,
don’t expect this to be a continuation of the members’ past projects.
Dead Cross is its own beast with a
unique nature. However, that nature
often repeats itself, making for a fun
listen, but not for every day.

Aubrey Byron
News Editor

T

he following is a series of daily crime and incident reports
issued by the University of Missouri- St. Louis Police Department between August 10 and August 16.
August 10: At 8:27 a.m. an
UMSL employee was transported
to the hospital by ambulance after
an accidental injury of suffering a
cut hand.
August 11: At 10:46 a.m. a damage to a locked door was reported by
an UMSL faculty member in the Research Building. At 3:34 p.m. UMSL
PD and Animal Control responded
for a bat in a hallway of Villa Hall.
At 5:10 p.m. UMSL PD assisted Normandy PD with juveniles that had
stolen a golf cart.
August 12: At 3:51 p.m. a visitor
to campus was treated and released
by paramedics after a slip and full at
Provincial House Chapel.
August 13: No incidents were

reported on this date.
August 14: At 10:31 a.m. UMSL
PD and facilities responded to assist
an UMSL staff member stuck in an
elevator in Marillac Hall.
August 15: Between 6:30 a.m.
& 7:00 a.m. construction workers
reported and individual driving by
their worksite and yelling. No one
was located and no dispute was
identified. At 11:13 p.m. UMSL PD
responded to a verbal dispute between an UMSL student and their
boyfriend, drug paraphernalia and
a small amount of marijuana were
also seized. The incident was referred to Student Affairs.
August 16: At 1:00 p.m. UMSL
PD assisted St. Louis County PD
with an incident on a metrolink train
at UMSL South station. At 10:51 p.m.
UMSL PD assisted St. Louis County
PD with a sick case near the north
metrolink platform.

Solar Eclipse To Pass
Over Missouri
continued from page 1
One employee at the Welcome
Center summed up the influx.
“We’re being swamped,” said Mary
Elise. She was hopeful about the
business the sudden spike in tourism would bring.
There are other events planned
throughout the state, although many
will be sold out. There is a viewing
at the State Capitol in Jefferson City.
There is also a KATY Trail Eclipse

Bike Ride on the trail west of UMSL.
For more information about the
eclipse, visit eclipse2017.com.
Missouri Department of Transportation is expecting heavier than
normal traffic flow, according to
spokesperson Andrew Gates. They
are doing everything they can to
monitor it, but they suggest leaving
early and waiting to come home for
a while to avoid traffic delays.

ADVERTISE IN COLOR!

Dead Cross’ Eponymous Debut Is Brutal

WHAT’S NEW
in THE CURRENT

Check it out! | thecurrent-online.com
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Anheuser-Busch Hall Now Open For Business

cated on the lower level. The hallway outside
the classroom will feature signage with all the
donors’ names.
The rest of the first floor contains three
large classrooms that seat between 65 and 80
students. In the hallway are bulletin boards
and benches for seating.
The Executive Education Room, located
on the second floor, was a gift from the U.S.
Bank Foundation. The room has floor-to-ceiling windows and nine clustered display monitors on the wall. The room provides a home
base for the Professional Master of Business
Administration and Doctor of Business Administration programs. The room also offers
space for events and community engagement.
On the second floor near the main entrance from the courtyard is the Trading
Room, a gift honoring Rodger Riney of Scottrade. This classroom seats 25 and provides
interactive opportunities for finance and accounting students, including 12 Bloomberg
terminals. Outside the curved glass of the
classroom is an electronic sign displaying
stock market values. There is also an adjoining lounge for students.
On the second floor is the Dean’s suite
and faculty space. Within the Dean’s suite
is a wall that depicts all the previous deans
of the College of Business. There is also the
Dean’s Conference Room gift from Myles and
Elaine Kelly with a large stone table that was
a donation.
In 2015 Dean Hoffman explained there
would be two phases of the building, saying
at that time, “The funding from the state enables us to begin building Phase 1, which is
just over 50,000 square feet. We will begin
raising funds for Phase 2, which will add another 60,000 square feet.” With phase 1 now
complete, fundraising for phase 2 will now
commence.

MICHAEL PLUMB / THE CURRENT (6)

continued from page 1
donated by Florine and Joseph Porter Jr.
“This is a historic moment for the University of Missouri–St. Louis, its more than 2,500
business students and the people of Missouri,”
said Hoffman. “Our new home will enhance
the student experience and allow for extended community collaboration”
The building is on track to receive LEED
Gold environmental sustainability certification and was built by the St. Louis-based ICS
Construction Services, Ltd. CannonDesign
was the architect of the building.
CannonDesign principal Mike Felton said,
“This facility enhances the synergy between
academic and experiential learning that can
prepare students to lead effectively in today’s
ever-changing society. We’re thrilled to see
Anheuser-Busch Hall come to fruition, and
to have worked with such great partners.”
The construction of the new building was
announced on May 6, 2015 by former Governor Jay Nixon, UMSL representatives, and
Anheuser-Busch representatives. Fundraising started before the announcement with
$10 million raised in private and corporate
donors, including $2.5 million from Anheuser-Busch, and the state of Missouri matched
the $10 million raised. On October 29, 2015,
ground was broken for the building.
Other UMSL alumni and current and past
executives from Ameren Corporation, Boeing, Edward Jones, Express Scripts, Scottrade
Inc., and US Bank also contributed.
A dedicated $1 million went towards one
classroom named after Emeritus Associate
Dean Dave Ganz who has been associated
with UMSL since 1966. More than 140 alumni and friends contributed to the classroom
named after the emeritus associate dean and
emeritus assistant professor of accounting.
Ganz is known by many as “Mr. UMSL.” The
classroom itself will seat 50 students and is lo-

August 21, 2017

Top left: UM System President Mun Choi and UMSL Chancellor Thomas George speak at the dedication.
Bottom left: a large crowd attended the opening ceremony. Right, top to bottom: the trading room view from
the main entrance; the Dean’s Conference Room; the Dave Ganz classroom; one of the three large classrooms
located on the first floor.
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RODERICK WILBON / THE CURRENT

Women’s Soccer Team Aspires to Saint Louis Surge
Comes Up Short
Host NCAA Tournament

5

The Surge regroups after their loss at the WBCBL National Tournament.
Roderick Wilbon
Sports Editor

Ryan Obradovic
Staff Writer

T

he 2017 University of Missouri-Saint Louis women’s soccer
team has 13 new players on the roster, including six freshmen who are
expected to make immediate contributions, per fourth year Head Coach
Wendy Dillinger.
The Tritons are led by a junior
class who has been to the NCAA
tournament the last two consecutive
years. “They won’t accept not going
back,” Dillinger said.
For the Tritons to increase their
chances of not only making, but
hosting the NCAA tournament, they
need to make improvements from
the 2016 season.
Dillinger said the team needs to
work on “finishing opportunities”
for the upcoming season. During the
2016 season, the Tritons suffered a
1-0 loss to Indianapolis which foiled
the team’s chance of hosting the
NCAA tournament and instead had
to travel to Michigan.
“We came out flat the first 45
minutes, gave up a goal, and the second half we dominated but couldn’t
finish,” Dillinger said. “We can’t
make opportunities of that nature
slip by because it does make an impact at the end of the season,” she
added.
Captain Lauren Lottmann, junior, business, said, “The biggest
thing we can improve on is playing
the full 90 minutes to reach our full
potential... expectations are high so
we need to meet them.”
Dillinger has high hopes for her
2017 squad. The Tritons finished
third in the Great Lakes Valley Con-

T

he Saint Louis Surge is a
Women’s Professional Basketball team, competing in the Women’s Blue Chip Basketball League
(WBCBL).
The Surge host all home games
at Washington University’s Gary
M. Sumers Recreation Center. The
owner, Khalia Collier, is also the
General Manager of the team. The
team has flourished immensely under Collier both on the court and
in the eyes of the public. Her philosophy of character and then talent leads to the leadership she has
in place, which includes the coaching staff of the team: Head Coach
Tony Condra; Assistant Coach Aline
Roy; and Assistant Coach Gabriella
Green.
The Surge is a well-balanced
Lauren Lottmann, left, is taking over as team captain while McKayla Harder, right, is
team
of talent from top to bottom.
recovering from a fibula fracture. Above, women’s soccer head coach Wendy Dillinger.
Starting with Rebecca Harris (13)
ference in the 2016 season but “want cially start on August 14 to strength- at point guard, Harris is a traditional point guard meaning she starts
to challenge for a conference cham- en the chemistry between them.
pionship,” Dillinger said.
The 2017 team will be without games with running the offense
Also, Dillinger aspires to host the captain and 2016 Third Team and setting up plays for her shooting
the NCAA tournament as well as All-GLVC, McKayla Harder, junior, guards, forwards, and centers. Late
develop the young players that are psychology, for the beginning of in games she can be let loose by the
coming in.
the season. Harder broke her fibula coach and she goes on an offensive
The Tritons play in a weekly during a spring game against Lind- minded tear into opponents. They
summer soccer league led by team enwood which led her to getting a play great team defense and great
captains at Lou Fusz Soccer Club metal plate and 11 screws inserted on the ball defense. It does not hurt
which helps the team gain chemis- into her leg. According to Harder, to have Tori Waldner (44) at 6’5”
try, work on their skills, and improve she hopes to get the green light from as your rim protector and rebound
their physical fitness for the upcom- her doctor to get back onto the field machine. Surrounding her with forwards that have ball-handling skills
ing season.
before October.
“When you bring in 13 new playAlthough the Tritons will be and rebound skills such as Patrice
ers you really have to work hard to without Harder, who was tied for Butler, Sherise Williams, Kristi Belget chemistry and synergy... espe- the team leading goals scored 7 in lock, and Jaleesa Butler does not
cially because we are relying on the 2016, Dillinger hopes that Harder’s hurt either.
Coming into this 2017 season,
newcomers to make an immediate absence won’t be detrimental to
impact,” Dillinger said.
the team’s success. “Losing Harder the Surge had pressure and a huge
In addition to the summer soc- is going to be something where we target on their backs. The reigning
cer league, Dillinger plans to put the need the team to step up and fill the champs from 2016 found out Saint
incoming and returning players in production she brought offensively,” Louis would host the 2017 WBCBL
National Tournament. The Surge
groups of two when practices offi- Dillinger said.
played superb during this regular
season, going undefeated 10-0. Most
games were not close, especially
those in which the last two minutes
Men’s Soccer
Davenport University
Away
Rebecca Harris took over the game.
This was encouraging to the fans
Women’s Volleyball
East Central
Away
that the team would go back to back
Women’s Volleyball
Pittsburg State
Away
as champions.
Women’s Soccer
Catawba
Away
The WBCBL National Tournament took place August 5 and 6
Women’s Volleyball
Emporia
Away
at Fontbonne University-Mabee
Women’s Tennis
Webster Tourney
Away
Gymnasium. The tournament had
eight teams spanning from across
Men’s Soccer
Northern Michigan
Away
the United States. The Surge’s first
Women’s Soccer
Southern Indiana
Home
round opponent did not make it
to town because of travel issues,
Men’s Soccer
Southern Indiana
Home
which automatically put them in
Women’s Volleyball
Barry
Away
the semi-final game. Back to back
Women’s Volleyball
Lynn
Away
champs was on most of the fans’
mind after the news came out. The
Men’s Tennis
UIS Tournament
Away
other side of the bracket was fierce
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though, and the Georgia Soul stood
out quickly.
The George Soul a team almost
just as well balanced as the Surge
from top to bottom. The only slight
difference in the team would come
from the forward position. The
Soul’s forwards were less athletic and skilled. Khadijiah Cave (55)
starting at center for The Soul was
flat-out dominant in the low post
in all their matches. Rebounding,
blocking shots, blocking-out and
making good put-back baskets It
seemed the team would go win or
lose with how well she played.
The Surge and Soul met in the
finals on Sunday. The crowd was
twice the size of any other game of
the tournament. In the crowd, you
could see some representatives of
Saint Louis; such as The Treasurer
of the City of Saint Louis and BuildA-Bear Founder Maxine Clark. Both
teams came out aggressive and a noticeable change in the Souls lineup
was starting both the centers Khadijiah Cave and Wilka Montout (13). It
was not till the fourth quarter with
seven minutes left in the game that
the Surge were up by 20 on the Soul.
Great point guard play would take
over for the Soul by Lacoya Terry
(25) and they would tie the game
with two minutes left. The crowd
biting their nails would swoon and
start to chant louder for the home
team Surge.
Just like most of the games when
it was close it was time to unleash
Rebecca Harris. It became a neck
and neck showdown between starting point guards. Seconds left in the
game the Soul up by one point and
the Surge would inbound the ball to
Rebecca Harris. She would take the
ball down the court to pull up for a
good look at a mid-range jump-shot.
The crowd held its breath total silence took over as the ball bounced
around the rim. Brick, 63-64 and the
Georgia Soul would win to become
the 2017 WBCBL National Champs.
“We weren’t worried about trading buckets with them, starting my
two centers was the defensive strategy to keep them from scoring early,” said Head Coach of the Georgia
Soul. “We were worried about Rebecca Harris and I’ve been studying
her moves lately, she just came up
short.”
“After our last game with 37
points in the paint I knew they
would came at us with two bigs,”
said Head Coach Tony Condra. “We
had a few break downs; but basketball is about runs. We went on a run
and then they went on a late run,
like a boxing match. Congratulations to them though.”

a&e
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“Breath of the Wild” Is a Victory for Nintendo

August 21, 2017

Chris Zuver
A&E Editor
n a world that is dominated by
major developers and behemoth
console companies, the video game
industry has a wide variety when it
comes to fans. So, because of a diversity in opinions, it is not every
day that you see a game that sweeps
across all branches of the market
with unanimous praise. “The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild”
is one of those games. Now, having
played through it, I will give you my
take on the title which has stormed
the press, resulting in 10/10 reviews
across the board.
Even for those who swear away
from Zelda’s exclusive developer,
Nintendo, there is no denying the
notoriety of the series, which has its
roots in the mid-80’s on the original
Nintendo Entertainment System.
The games have, for the most part,
remained action and RPGs based
in a fantasy realm where you play
as the hero, Link, battling evil forces to save the world, and of course,
Princess Zelda.
One of the most talked-about
features in the series has always
been the size of the world map.
This is not only true for “Breath of
the Wild,” but it was actually one of
Nintendo’s largest bragging points
long-before it was even released.
The game has a world map one-anda-half times larger than that of “Skyrim,” the title previously holding the
record of largest sandbox map in a
video game.
A concern people had about a
land of such massive scale was that
while we may get size, there might
not be enough substance. Would
it be possible that the big land of
Hyrule may also be the big empty?
Well, I think that worry can be put
to rest. While there may be a few
wide stretches of plain open fields
or some mountainsides which required a bit too much climbing,
there is little else that is monotonous. The world is incredibly diverse and chock-full of fascinating
areas. Even if you are traveling the
main roads on horseback, there will
always be something that catches
your eye off the beaten path.

COURTESY OF FLICKR
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Cover art for “The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild.”
Of course, none of this world
would be worth anything if it were
not for the graphics. It seems that
“Breath of the Wild” bases its design on many factors from the series’
past. It combines the carton-like
cell-shading from Zelda game
“Wind Waker” with the darker Japanese-style character look from titles such as “Twilight Princess,” and
the bright colors from “Skyward
Sword.”
This result is both visually-stunning and helps to avoid making the
game look dated. The graphics of
“Breath of the Wild” are complex,
striking, yet relatable to anyone
viewing it. Link and those around
him walk a fine line between animation and reality.
But aesthetics is not complete
without music. Rather than pitching a constant tune into your ear,
“Breath of the Wild” has an ambient
soundtrack, which adjusts to situations. If you are wandering the wilderness, you will occasionally hear
a short melody that blends in with
the scenery. Yet, most of the time,
you will only hear natural sounds,
like birds, crickets, and the wind.
If you are in combat, the score will
take on an aggressive tone, and often
helps to warn you if a threat is near.
Meanwhile, some areas have their
own consistent background music, like towns and certain locales,

which works perfectly as it gives a
sense of peace if you are in a town,
or perhaps a sense of foreboding if
you are in an enemy’s lair.
While there are not as many
memorable songs here as there was
in past games like “Ocarina of Time,”
the soundtrack is a beautiful piece of
work that adjusts to the mood quite
effectively, while also occasionally

can confront the final boss quite early on (though it would be extremely
difficult). This open-world dynamic is not only parallel to sandbox
games like “Grand Theft Auto,” but
it also is reminiscent of the original
Zelda on the NES, which started you
in the middle of nowhere, leaving
you to your own devices. In “Breath
of the Wild,” since you are on your

The world is incredibly diverse and chock-full of
fascinating areas. Even if you’re traveling the main
roads on horseback, there will always be something
that catches your eye off the beaten path.
throwing in melodies that harken
back to earlier Zelda titles.
Though most of the dialogue is
text-only, there are many cutscenes
which feature spoken lines-a first in
the series. The voices are well-done
with many of them having English
accents, which fits the predominantly medieval theme. However,
some of the character’s spoken dialogue, especially Princess Zelda’s,
came across as corny and melodramatic to me. Though, I suppose that
Zelda games have always been a little of both the former and latter.
Still, one of the greatest things
about “Breath of the Wild” is the
freedom. Within certain limits, you

own, this means that you will have
to scavenge and hunt for many items
that you will need. The weapons and
shields are all attainable from monsters, or occasionally you will find
them lying around.
However, this is where I have
another problem with the game. All
weapons and shields have a durability limit. Even the Master Sword, the
most powerful weapon in the game,
loses its power after too much usage and must recharge. While you
will find plenty of powerful swords,
spears, and shields to replace your
old ones later in the game, there is a
stretch during the early parts where
having to constantly hunt for weap-

ons can be frustrating.
As for the controls, they can
seem complex at first, but I was
quickly able to get the hang of
them, even if I still occasionally hit
the wrong button. This is the first
game where Link can jump manually, also, he is able to climb up rock
walls for the first time. The climbing factor radically opens the exploring element of the game. The
only thing that limits you is your
stamina gauge. If you run or climb
for too long, you will deplete your
energy and must stop and catch
your breath. So, if you are planning
on climbing a cliff, you would better make sure you can make it all the
way or you will risk falling. And if it
happens to be raining while you are
scaling a summit, you will often slip
down the wall, essentially making it
impossible to climb. The rainstorms,
like all weather in the game, are random, so this can become frustrating
and you will just have to wait them
out.
Finally, when considering the
plot, I don’t want to give much away,
so I will make it brief: The story is
not that different from other games
in the series. You play as Link, a
young man who is thrust into a battle between light and dark, and of
course, the interest of Princess Zelda. During the adventure, you will
meet many people-some of them are
new faces, while some of them echo
memories of past characters in the
series. Your ultimate goal is to defeat Calamity Ganon, a force which
has been contained within the center of the land, but threatens to
spread chaos once again. How you
deal with this is up to you. And that
is a big part of what makes this game
great, though with some caveats.
All-in-all, I would still agree
with any 10/10 score. The strong
points of this game far outweigh any
setbacks.
If you want a copy of “Breath of
the Wild,” the good news is that it
is available on both Nintendo’s Wii
U and Switch consoles. While the
Switch is still hard to find in stores,
“Breath of the Wild” can either be
bought physically or downloaded
through Nintendo’s virtual store.

Forbes: Hip Hop, R&B Most Popular Musical Genres
B

arack Obama put it well when
he said, “The thing about Hip
Hop today is it is smart, it is insightful. The way they can communicate
a complex message in a very short
space is remarkable.”
Not only is it smart, but it is extremely popular, as evidenced by
the newest Nielsen music ratings.
The category, labelled “R&B and
Hip Hop,” has overtaken the Rock
category, not only in streaming service listening, but also in overall
music consumption. Unsurprisingly, Rock still takes the number one
spot when it comes to album sales,
but due to the popularity of online streaming services, the overall number of albums sold shrinks
each year. Although the category is
named “R&B and Hip Hop,” there is
much evidence pointing to the fact
that the R&B part of the category is
not what is growing exponentially;

it is Hip Hop that has infiltrated all
components of our society.
In addition to being smart and
popular, R&B and Hip Hop are so
intricately tied to our popular culture today, that this music can be
heard everywhere from the club
to the newest summer blockbuster
movie soundtrack. R&B has been a
powerful movement in popular music since the 1950’s, with St. Louis
native Chuck Berry serving as a perfect example of how that music led
to the birth of Rock and Roll.
Hip Hop, meanwhile, burst onto
the scene in the late 1970’s, invented in the New York Bronx by artists
like Kool Herc, Afrika Bambaataa,
and Grandmaster Flash.
Forbes Magazine has declared
that Hip Hop is king, which should
not surprise anyone who has been
paying attention to the music played
on the radio or MTV. Furthermore,
there are entire music TV channels
that are fully dedicated to Hip Hop
and the associated culture, such as

services. While Pandora, Spotify,
and Apple Music have a wide range
of genres, other popular platforms
like DatPiff and SoundCloud are
dominated by the Hip Hop category. On those platforms, “mixtapes”
have become the dominant form in
the genre, which is a throwback to
the 80’s and 90’s, when selling cassette tapes out of a car trunk was
the most effective way for rappers
to disseminate their music. Many
rappers put out a slew of mixtapes
before ever releasing an actual album in record stores, contributing
to the popularity of these online music streaming services.
Although Kanye West may think
that he is bigger than the Beatles, it
Rapper Kendrick Lamar performs at a concert.
will take some time before the yearSean Combs’ “Revolt.” Other chan- so pervasive in our popular culture ly total music sales reflect the actual
nels like Viceland feature shows that even the Kid’s Bop CD series popularity of the genre of Hip Hop.
about rappers, such as the funny features songs by rappers like Waka In the meantime, it will keep growand inspirational “American Boy Flocka Flame.
ing and infiltrating more parts of
Band,” which focuses on Kevin AbThe rise in popularity of Hip popular culture.
stract and his collective, BROCK- Hop is closely correlated with the
HAMPTON. Hip Hop has become growth in online music streaming
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ules to follow if you wish to
survive college and/or the Uni- 10.
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. Follow
these and I personally guarantee
you success, happiness, lots of awesome stuff. Ready? Off we go.

President Donald Trump speaking in February at the 2017 Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Maryland.
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor

T

he events in Charlottesville,
Virginia and one closer to
home, should once again remind us
of the power of words. Words can
inspire, uplift, and heal us. They can
also drive wedges between us, incite
violence, and sow fear.
The angry words of hundreds
of Neo-Nazis marching in a torchlight parade in Charlottesville last
week reminded us of Germany in
the 1930s. They chanted anti-Semitic slogans. The words brought
into stark focus just who and what
the alt-Right were. The euphemistic term “alt-Right” was always just
a cover for calling white nationalists and white supremacists by their
true name.
It was the same face of hate,
the same words of intolerance the
world had heard before. Our nation

themselves evil. The President could
not even come to mention the women who lost her life to these people
by name. These were not the words
of a President trying to calm a situation or to heal a nation. These were
the words of a president intent on
dividing a nation for his own ends.
As the nation and the world recoiled in horror at the president’s
words, he did what he always does
and tried to distract and change the
subject. Suddenly Nazis marching
and committing violence in Virginia, chanting their hatred for Jewish people, was all about preserving
southern heritage, protecting monuments to the mythos of the “Lost
Cause.”
Then came the terrorist attack in
Spain and the president did not have
to wait two days, just two hours, to
condemn it as terrorism. He then repeated a story he had told during the
campaign, a story he knew not to be

No Mr. President, there are no “good”
Nazis or KKK members.
had gone to war and paid a heavy
price for the spell those evil words
had conjured in Nazi Germany. Why
was it rearing its ugly head again on
our shores?
The next day we saw more of the
violence the Neo-Nazis and white
supremacists had brought to Charlottesville. We saw the killing of an
innocent woman, Heather Heyer,
just 32 years old, and the injuring of
dozens more by one of these thugs.
It would take the president of the
United States two days to read from
a teleprompter a true condemnation
of the violence. It would take only
one day more for his words to repudiate his own statement and send
a chilling shock wave through the
world. Donald Trump chose to give
aid and comfort to the Neo-Nazis
and white supremacists by drawing
a false equivalency that their actions
were mirrored by the counter-protesters and that there were “many
good people” on both sides.
No Mr. President, there are no
“good” Nazis or KKK members.
What they stand for is evil and by
their adherence to evil they are

true. It involved a famous Missourian, General John J. Pershing. The
myth was that Pershing had fifty
Muslims shot with bullets dipped
in pig’s blood, which is considered
unclean, while putting down an uprising in the Philippines in 1899. The
president then claimed it stopped
radical Muslims from terror for the
next 25 years.
The entire story is fabricated and false, without even a bit of
truth. The fighters were not radical Muslims, but trying to throw off
American rule as they had opposed
previous Spanish rule.
But words matter. They can incite hate and fear.
That was the president’s goal,
not solving the problem of terrorism. If he thought dipping bullets in
pigs’ blood would stop terrorism by
radical Muslims why has he not ordered the military to do so? It is because he knows he is telling a lie—a
lie to make himself look tough and
decisive instead of weak and bumbling. Estimates vary, but it is likely
that only 1% of American Muslims
condone or applaud violence like

we saw in Spain. But Trump would
rather risk driving that number
higher than miss driving a wedge
and ratcheting up fear to ingratiate himself to the howling base that
sustains his political power, albeit
diminished.
Finally, our lesson last week on
how much words matter, wound its
way back to another Missouri native, this one of our own century.
State Senator Maria Chapelle-Nadal of St. Louis County, known for
being an outspoken person, made
the mistake of posting a comment
on facebook that she wished someone would assassinate the president.
These words brought swift condemnation, even from members of her
own political party, who believe she
should resign or be ousted. The incident was seized upon by Fox News
and other right-wing news outlets,
who played it up to show how Democrats were inciting violence, again
trying to use it to justify the harsh
hate filled rhetoric we heard in
Charlottesville.
Senator Chappelle-Nadal took
the comment down and publicly has
said it was a mistake. But she has refused to apologize. The inability to
apologize for one’s mistakes is unfortunately a trait she shares with
the president. Words matter, even
those that remain but for an hour
upon an electronic cloud. The senator will no doubt be hearing from
the United States Secret Service and
could well be ousted from the State
Senate, a heavy price for ill-posted
words.
We have all learned something
from the incidents of last week. We
have much work to do to eliminate
Nazism and white supremacy from
our own country. There is much we
must do as a people and as individuals to heal our nation and to bring
people together. The president and
many other politicians, who rely on
hatred to fuel their grasp on power, will never be part of the solution
when they are a part of the problem.
Hopefully, we have all learned that
even when our words are confined
to a sound bite on television or a 140
character tweet that what we say
and write—our words matter.

1. Do NOT confront the geese!
They rule over us all. It is really
their campus, we are just visiting it.
2. Do NOT stare at the geese. If
you glare into their eyes, they
will see the fear within your little innocent freshman heart and
they WILL hiss with the evil of
a dozen snakes from Medusa’s
head. Also, it is best not to ebb
away from them while walking
past. Keep looking forward and
walk straight ahead, they will
get out of your way. If you need
a visual demonstration, I highly
recommend the “Bob’s Burgers”
episode “Dawn of the Peck.” Be
the alpha turkey! Own that pecking order.
3. Do NOT procrastinate, like I did
on this article. Ahhh procrastination, the forbidden fruit of
all college students. Entertain
this if you will: you are having
a grand ole jolly time, learning
about things and stuff, your favorite things and stuff about life
and so on. Oh no, there is a fifteen page research paper at the
end of one of your classes. Man
that is really gonna cramp all
that new college student style
now isn’t it. “No problem,” you
tell yourself, “I’ll do a little bit
ever weekend, ya know, chip
away at it.” Wrong! One weekend full of late nighters and Sunday night homework freak-outs.
Then another. And another until
BAM, a devil goose attacks you
and breaks your leg and now you
are on crutches, during snow
season, and finals week is right
around the corner, and you are
incredibly unprepared for this
final paper. I ask you, have you
ever juggled finals, work, snow,
and crutches? Me neither, but I
bet it is TERRIBLE. Do yourself
a favor, write a sentence every
day, it will save you a lot of stress.
5. Do not skip steps!
6. Use thriftbooks.com. It will save
you boat-loads of money.
7. Be frugal with your loan borrowing. Eventually you will have to
pay an arm and leg in interest
alone for those loans. Also, learn
the difference between subsidized versus unsubsidized loans.
8. Do not know your life purpose
yet? Wait, really? You should be
freaking out right now!? What
the heck are doing wasting time
reading this article? Ha! Just
joking. Join the club. It’s okay
not to know what you want to
major in/become after college.
Although, keep in mind that it is
possible to find. “How to know
your life purpose in 5 minutes”
by Adam Leipzig is a great TedTalk. Check that stuff out.
9. Write everything down with
an actual pen and paper you
stinkin’ millennials. Write to-do
list, short term goals, long term
goals, realistic goals and act on
them, schedules, thoughts, opin-

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
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ions, observations, and especially notes. When you write things
in your handwriting, you are
more likely to remember it.
Say more with less and be nice to
people. Be like our design layout
guy, Giuseppe. Cool dude, that
Giuseppe guy is. The bee’s knees.
Ever seen “Drive” starring Ryan
Gosling? This dude Giuseppe, I
swear, real life version of Gosling’s character. Watch yourself
my friend. I might just buy you
that jacket for the Christmas
party.
Almost done! If you are still reading this—congrats. You deserve a
short one! Thank goodness too,
because I’m getting hungry and
running out of advice.
Break the Rules! Just do not
get caught. No, but seriously,
word on the street is plagiarism
is pretty cool. Ha! I only kid.
*wink *wink. Ahhhhh, no but
really, Don’t do that, you’ll not
only be cheating your own self
development, but it’s kind of a
guarantee that you’ll get caught
here in college. In high school
that might’ve worked, but here
it will not.
Remember to relax—Now!
Oh sure, and political stuff. This
actually is important because
voting does matter, clearly now
more than ever. So, inform yourself freshie. Facebook is not informing you, it is reinforcing
your beliefs. Be objective. For
starters, write down the three
strong opinions that you have.
Then spend the rest of your
college career searching for research that argues against that.
You will either realize that you
are right, and now able to understand to a better degree to why.
Or, you will realize that you were
wrong, and that’s an even better realization. Somebody said
once upon a time, “when we
can’t change our mind, when
we know everything important
(in our own estimation at least),
incapable of changing our own
minds, then in a sense we’re intellectually dead.” Hm, sound
a lot like our binary political
party system now does not it.
Weird. Maybe cutting back on
education funding is not a good
idea—cough, cough Governor
Greitens.
Finally! You made it to the end.
We are here. The big shebang,
the final hurrah, the grand finale, the - dare I say - money shot
(do not google that, if you do not
know). So, freshmen, you may
be nervous, you may be worried.
Do not be. You made it into college. A lot of people in the world
do not get this opportunity. Do
not waste it. Make the world a
better place. Be confident in
yourself. The anxious feeling is
good. It means you are out of
your comfort zone and that is
always a good thing. Jump into
new things. Join clubs. Go to the
gym and try out yoga for the first
time. Be more like Giuseppe.
Wear funny socks. Be weird and
proud of it. Ramble on! Enjoy
your classes and your professors.
This university has some incredible ones. Oh, and keep reading
The Current.

WANTED:
Be a part of the new NEWS
REVOLUTION. A free press is
essential to democracy and more
important than ever. We can showcase
your creative skills, help beef up that
resume, and teach you the essentials of
modern news reporting.

NEWS WRITERS
FEATURES
ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT
OPINIONS
PHOTOGRAPHERS
VIDEOGRAPHERS
SOCIAL MEDIA
ADVERTISING
LAYOUT & DESIGN

VISIT: thecurrent-online.com EMAIL: thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu
OR STOP BY: 388 MSC

